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Art. v.— GEORGE 150URXE, THE PIONEER OF AMER- 
ICAN AN Tl SLAVERY. 

Seykkal al)]j written accounts of tlie I'ise, prog-rcss, and liis- 
toiy of tlie Antislavcry conflict in America liave been ]>ul>- 
lislied, bnt for lack of data coveriiii? tlie earlier presentations 
of that form of Antislavery known as ''abolition without 
compensation," or " immediate abolition," they have failed to 
acconiit for its origin. They have not ex])lained why there 
was so great a change from the sj)irit and method of tliu advo- 
cates of emanmpation of the era following the Revohition. 
It is fnlly time, therefore, that the persistent advocate of the 
doctrine of " immediate abolition without com])ensation,-' the 
originator of the American Antislavery Society and conflict, 
should be duly noticed, more esj^ecially as it will relieve the 
Churches from the apprehension that the contest originated 
with o]»ponents of Christianity. 

As it has been so long taken for granted that Mr. Garrison 
was tlie originator and prime leader of the Antishivery con- 
flict, I will, before giving a sketch of 

TUE PlOXEER OF " AnTISLAVERY " IX AmEKTOA, 

prcsen; to the public the copy of a letter addressed to the writer 
by ]\Ir. (rarrison in 1S5S. It was written currente cahono, 
in answer to one addressed to him giving an accouiit of the 
formati<m by. the writer of the African Civilization Society, 
'•to ])i'omote the Christian civilization of Africa," and "the 
cultivurion of cotton there by free labor." In this beautiful 
panegyric Mr. Garrison renders ample testimony to the friend 
and preceptor from whom he derived his doctrines, his enthu- 
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siasnu and who animated his courage for his life-long work 
uf abolition : 

Boston, Nov. 18, 1858. 

^Fy Dkar Frtent) — It gave me the greatest gratification to 
receive and read vour letter of the 8th instant. It seemed next 
to receiving an epistle from your venerated father, Avhose mem- 
ory will ever he dear to me, and whose lahors, sacrifices, and 
perils in the cause of the millions in our land m Iio are appointed 
to <lestruction" ought to he hiographically chronicled and ])er])et- 
uated. I confess my early and large indel)tedness to him for en- 
abling me to a|>prehend, with irresistible clearness, the inherent 
sinfulness of slavery under all circumstances, and its utter in- 
compatil)iIity witli the spirit and precepts of Christianitv. I felt 
and was insj)ired by the magnetism of his lion-hearted scml, which 
knew nothing of fear, and tramj^led upon all com))romises with o|)- 
pression, yet was full of wonninly gentleness and susceptibility; 
and mightily did he aid the Antislavery eausc in its earliest 
stages by his advocacy of the doctrine of immediate and uncon- 
ditional emanci})ation, his exposure of the hypocrisy of the Colo- 
nization Scheme,* and his rej)robation of a "negro-hating, slave- 
holding religion." lie was both a "son of tlninder," and "a son 
of consolation." Never h.as slavery had a more indomitable foe 
or freedom a truer friend. 

You inquire whether your fatlier was not the author of the 
work entitled, "Slavery Illustrated in its Elfects upon Woman," 
publishe<l in this city, in 1837, by Isaac Knapp. lie was, as 
every line of it bears witness. I wisli it could be republislied 
and a million copies of it be distributed broadcast. ... 1 thank 
you for sending in<; a copy of the Constitution of the African 
Civilization Society, and the )>am])hlet by lienjamin Coates, which 
I have brietly noticed in the " Liberator " of this week. 1 am not 
prepared to state my views of this new movement at length, but 
I heartily wish prosperity to every hcnevolcnt effort to increase 
the growth of free cotton, whether in Africa, India, or elsewhere, 
and thus to strike a heavy blow at slavery pecuniarily, i am in 
hopes, however, that we are nearer the jubilee than such a move- 

* Ml". Oamson's phrase, " liypocrisy of tlio Colonization j^cheme," would have 
been more aeeurate had he wi itlen liyjxu risy ol' xonn: of the tidvoratin of ('<»loni- 
zation;" for while (leoriro l^ouiue h.ad many (.(uillit'ts with those Coioiii/ationists 
who ]>resente(l that scheme as a cure for .<</(/ rrri/, his houndless love for the 
eause of Christian nnssions ])ermitt('d him to look upon the woik of Chiistian 
eiviii/ation in Africa with ijreat favoi*. Had the puldi>hed objects of the Anier- 
iean Colonization Society been identical with those of the colorcil men Jiow en- 
listiuir in the work of the Christian civilization of Africa, he could have had no 
controversy with its adv«>cates. When Mr. (larrison ])enned the forciioin^- letter, 
recoinmendinf;; that the " life, labor, and sacrifices " of (ieor«re liourne in behalf 
of the enslaved " shouhl be bio<fraphieally chronicle<l and perpetuated," he did not 
know that his own life and labors would have beeri several times chronicled 
V)efore even this brief sketch should be made public. 

Fot inn Skkiks, Vol. XXXIY.— 5 
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mcnt would scorn to imply. Still, let every just iiistrinneiuality 
be used for the eternal overthrow of slavery. 1 will send a eopy 
of the ^aJberator" to your society witli ]>leasure. 

Yours to break every yoke, 

Wm. Lloyd Gakkisox. 

To Theodore Bourxe. 

irr. Garrison's account of the effect produced upon him 
from the teachings of George iMUirne is wot only an eloquent 
euloifv, but a positive declaration of tiie source from which 
he derive<l the peculiar doctrine of "abolition without com- 
])ensation,'' tluit distinguished the modern Abolition i'sts ivxmi 
tlie IJniancipationists of the former ])eriod. It also exjdains 
why George ]i>oiirne is called the Pioneer of Antislavery. 
lie was the early and prrsisteat advocate the doctrine that 
no recompense shoidd be made to slave-holders. Almost all 
opponents of shivery who had preceded him had recognized 
the pi'opriety of comj)ensating tlic shive-owners when a ran- 
som was demanded. Mr. JJourne looked uj)on compensation 
as a compromise with oj)pression and sin, and labored with 
irreat enerirv to overthrow that as an error. J^onj; before the 
earnest labors of ]>enjamin Lundy connnenced in Western 
Yiro'inia, Geori»*e Bourne, as will1»c seen, had violently attacked 
the svstem in Central Virginia, by preaching, lecturing, and 
p]d)lishing tj-acts and books wu'itteii M ith gj'eat earnestness and 
vigor. In order of secpience, of the three ])ioneers Avhose 
thouirhts and whose lal)ors gave tone to the modern Al>f)lition 
movement, we may thus arrange them : (»eorge Bourne, .1S(>5- 
1S-15; Benjamin Lundy, IS 15-1838 ; "William Lloyd ( iarrison, 
1S3()-1S<)5. To what extent Mr. Lundy may have been in- 
fluenced by tlie labors of j\lr. Bourne in A'irginia does not a])- 
pear, but he upheld the standard nobly until it was grasped 
by Mr. Garrison. The extensive ac(piirenients, elfective clo- 
(pience, and fearless courage of the earliest of these three 
pioneers had jinich to do with his success in starting the 
movement; yet without the conversion of Mr. (iarrison. to his 
views the doctrine of 'immediate an<l unconditional emaii- 
cij)ation" would not have attained as speedily its growth jin<l 
its iniluence upon national aifairs. As ap[)ears from the lucid 
and discriminative articles on Mr. Garrison by L)r. Dorclicster, 
Benjamin Lutidy had also made an impression u])on him in 
favor of Antislavery princij^les ; but, as Ave [)erceive from liis 
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own testimony, lie " felt mul was iiisj^ircd ])y tlic inn<?iietisin 
of tlifit liou-liearted soul Avliicli knew notln'nii; of feai\" and 
wliicli liad for years faced dangei* and death in belialf of the 
(►Impressed. 

Ills Ancestry and BiRTirpLACE. 

Ttev. George r>onrnc was born on t1ic 18tli day of Tnne, 17.S0, 
at Westbnry, AViltsliirc, Eni>'land. Tt was liis sii,nial privilei;c 
to be descended from jm ancestral line embracino' some of tlio 
names illnstrions as martyrs and confessors in the first annals of 
the Iveformation and the era sncceedin<i:, and to be early ])laced 
\mder decided religions influences and among- favorable re- 
ligions associations, Ilis father, Samnel Bonrne, Avas for thirty 
years a deacon of tlie Congregational Clinrch at Westlnu'y. 
His mother's name was Mary Tlogers, a lineal descendant of 
.lobn Tiogers, the Protomartyr in the reign of persecnting 
Queen ^lary, and who was the gifted translator and editor 
of the IVible M'hich lie published under tlie vom. j)litme of 
''Tliomas Mathews," sup])lementing and completing the Avork 
of Tindale and Coverdale. As a coincidence showinn' howMlif- 
ferent lines of earlv ltefi>rmation families united to aive that 
remarkable deveh)pment which fitted the pioneer for his work, 
it mav be mentioned that his maternal jrrandmother was 
^FaiT Cotton, a descendant of Dr. TJowland Cotton, son of TJev. 
John Cotton, the first Puritan minister of Poston. On his 
father's side he recki^ned the martyr James Ji^linston, who 
snfl'ered death at tlie Ci'oss of Clasgow, in 1(184, in defense of 
*'the (\)venant and work oi Peformation,''' at the time of the 
bhMKly Anglican ])ersecution against the Pres]>yteriaus of Scot- 
land. Here, then, were thive lines <>f succession from men who 
loved the truth more than honor, or rewards, or life itself. X(> 
winidei* that he stemmed the tide (jf slave-hohlers' opposition for 
Steven years in \'irii.inia witliout fear, an<l, sustained ]»v Ahiiii'htv 
pi>wer, (k'nounced tlie Divine ju<lgi!!ents upon the transgi'es- 
sors. which were s(> terribly fnllillcd in the ivtribntioiis of the 
late war. From his earliest years he manifested an aptitude for 
leariiing, and a strength of mind which gave ample promise of 
that power and force whieh enabled him to face all 0]>j><>sition 
and enconnter all reproach in behalf of what he esteemed to 
be the truth of the GospeL After pursuing academical studies, 
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in wliich lie attained great j)rofi{M'enej, iK'iiig foremost as a 
liiii>'uist and matliematician, lie assisted his fatlier in the nian- 
aueiuent of liis business, (clotli ninnut'aeture ;) l)ut not Hiuh'iH" 
it eont»enial lie entered n]M)n a course of ]>re|)ar;ition for the 
niiiiistrv of the (lospol, and studied at the seminary at llom- 
erton, IjMidon. ]>eing a standi oS'onconformist, and incIintHl 
in favor of a repnhliean form of government, he Avrote artielos 
which attracted attenticui, even of the cabinet ministrv of that 
day. I le took part in the growing discussions regarding slavery 
and tlie slave-trade, along with the AVilberforces, Clarksons, 
Buxtons, and their comj)eers. 

In the year 1802 he paid a visit to the United States to as- 
certain for himself the propriety of making this the tield for 
ministerial labors. He w^as so much gratified that he deter- 
mined to return and settle here, beh'eving thtit in this favored 
land greater freedom of conscience and h'herty could be en- 
loved th.'in in England. At tluit time Dissenters were still 
compelled to use the clergy of the C'liurch of Knghmd for cer- 
tain services which can now be performed by Dissenting min- 
isters. After his return to England, and determination to make 
the United States his home, he obtained the consent of a youni; 
lady i)i l>atli, Somersetshire, to whom he was greatly attached, 
to cross the Atlantic with him and share his future lot. She 
was likeminded, an earnest, cheerful, devoted Christian, and 
possessed of the (pialiti cat ions which are re(piisite in one who 
would share the minister's lot. She had l)een led to conse- 
crate lier life to Christ under the ministry of the Rev. Joseph 
IJuijhes, and was privileged to )>el(>nir to the conirreo-ation of 
the Jtcv. William Jay. She was one of the earliest teachers 
who engaged in Sal)bath-school work in the city of l»ath, and 
was also connected with families who were noted for theii" de- 
votion to the missionary work just then enkindling the Chris- 
tian CInirches with renewed zeal for the extension of the Re- 
deemer's kiiigrlom. Tlie Olands, Chaters, and Thomases, known 
iri I>aj)tist annals, were among her kindred. They were mar- 
ried in St. James' Church, in ]>risto], Se|)tem])er f>, I.S04, and 
shortly jifter sailed for New V<>rk. While here in lSOr> he 
met tlie n<>torious scoifer, Thomas Paine, at the house of a 
bookseller in Maiden Lane, in which interview he obtained 
from Uaiiie the confession of his motives, and of his capacity 
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for writing liis infamous attacks on Cliristianity, which was 
recently republislied in the ('liristian Advocate." Mr. 
Bonrne's lirst settletnent was at liakimore, where also for some 
years he edited the Baltimore Daily Gazette." About the 
year ISOl) he removed to New Glasgow, Ya., and thence to 
Port Re])ul)lic, Ya. The iirst Presbyterian church built in 
tliat town was erected partly through his instrumentality and 
for his occupancy. He afterward removed to Ilai'risonburg, 
Eockinghani County, Ya., where he originated and became Sec- 
retary of the Eeligious Tract Society, aiid also ])erfoi*med regular 
ministerial duties. AV'hile iu Eockingham County lie came di- 
rectly in contact and conflict with the system of American slavery 
as practiced in its pahny days, arid his whole soul revolted at the 
in justice and iiii(piities which he constantly Avitnesscd. Believ- 
ing himself to be ordained to preach the truth, he failed not to 
denounce the evils of the system pubb'cly and privately, lie 
was not satisfied with denouncing the oppressors and the unjust 
judges of ancient Israel and Judah, but applied the divine 
oracles to the case of the o])pressors iu Yii'ginia, and in Eock- 
inghani County, in the nineteenth century. This was a style 
of pungent aj)plication to which they were not accustomed, 
and it aroused bitter opposition in that vicinity. Some of the 
real Christians rallied round him, and quite a number were led 
to ri^move from Eockinghani County and settle in the land of 
freedom in the new regions north of the Ohio Eiver. But his 
steadfast opposition to the system of slavery was a constant 
offense to the slave-owners, who determined to get him away 
from Yirginia; but he was equally determined to stay, and 
proclaim the truth. He was, of course, the object of persist- 
ent persecution from "fellows of the baser sort," as well as 
from professed disciples of Chi-ist. One instance, which oc- 
curred in eTanuarv, 1812, shows the trials to which he and his 
wife were continually subject. AVhile he was absent on a 
preaching tour to some other station, a number of the rufiians 
went to his house, took out most of his goods from the lower 
storv, and destroved them in the road; they would have de- 
niolishcd all that was in the house, but wei-e told that the la.dy 
was sick in tlie upper part, and some of them, with a little hu- 
manity, deterred the rest from going up-stiiirs t<> disturb her. 
Among many instances of his intrepidity in preaching against 
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slavery in the very seat uf its power, is tlie following: ]>ein^ 
requested by some of liis ]>eople to preacli on tlie sin of tlieft, 
particularly intended for the benetit of tlie slaves, who were 
guilty of all sorts of petty thefts, especially of poultry, he coni- 
l)lied with the request, lie ]ireaelied a forcible sermon fi'om 
the eighth (MMnniandnient, giving the moral and social aspects 
of the sin in its various phases, not forgetting some wholesome 
advice to ''servants against purloining. ' After which, and in 
liis peroration, especially addressed to masters, he said, *' J»ut 
what do you think of the sin of kidnapping men and women 
(ni.ade in the image of (lod) from the coast of Africa, whose 
whole crime is their color, and stealing and selling them into 
slaverv? What do vou think of those who continue the rob- 
berv, and sell their children for slaves ? If tlie theft of monev, 
produce, poultry, and other values is so great a crime, what tei'ri- 
ble turpitude and depravity does it not evince to sell the image 
of God, and keep men in bondage?" and more, to like efrect. 
If a bombshell had suddenly exploded in the midst of that con- 
gregation, (as actually occurred in churches of Chai'leston years 
afterwanl,) it could not have ])roduced greater alarm and con- 
sternation in tliat audience. When service was over the tierce 
looks and stern visages of the bulk of the hearers who crow ded 
aroun<l him, and their angry remonstrances, showed that in- 
deed a spiritual thnnderbolt had fallen upon them from that 
pulpit, and the lightning flashes gleaniing^ipon them from the 
saci'cd page served to light up the moral darkness induced by 
slavery. 

Mr. l>ourne was so determined on "carrying the war into 
Virginia,*' and maintaining it, that he acquired the art of setting 
type, and printed his diati'ibes against American slavery right 
there. While at Jiarrisonburg, V^a., about J8I2, he wrote and 
published a book called " The ]]o(»k and Slavery Irreconcilable." 
]t abounded in that stvle of invective M'liich secured the at- 
tention of, if it did not always convert, the slave-ow!iers, and 
m;ide them more anxious than ever to ostracise and banish him 
from Yirginia. He wns a i\ricaiah to them, constantly pj'o])he- 
fSying evil to the covetous sluve-holders ; an Elijah, contimially 
denounciTig the judgments of Jehuvali U[)on those wlto o])- 
pressed the poor and needy, "whose own sliepherds j)itied them 
not," and " did not feed the iiock uf the slaughter." In that 
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l)o<>k lie (leveioj^ed Iiis tlieory of "immediate {ibolition witlioiit 
n>mp(;nsati(>n/' uiul, while forcible in arc^iiiHeiit, it was also ter- 
rible ill its denuiiciations. Its invectives are so keer. and so 
pungent as to liave formed tbe model fortliat style of denonnc- 
the evils of slavery whicli became afterward so n^ted in 
the annory uf Garrison, and his friend Wendell Phillips, ;md 
others. It was a continnims miracle that his enemies did not 
kill In'm. ]Iis life was in continual danger, so nnich so that 
his wife, the faithfnl sharer of Ids toils and Bacriiices, lived for 
years in a state of dread that at any time lie nn'ght be hronght 
to her lifeless; but he was ])reserv^ed to ring the alarm-bell at 
tlie Xorth ; to teach those who would train others " to shout the 
battle-ci'v of freedom." 

lie was compared to Luther, to John Knox, and to Elijah tlie 
Tishbite in his zeal against the worshij)ers of Baal. His de- 
nunciations of judgment npon tlie South and the nation, if 
they ])ersevered in npliolding slavery, were as severe as any of 
those of the ancient prophets, and read almost like insjnred 
])redictions, .so literally and aecnrately have they been fuliilled 
in the terrible carnage and desolations which attended the trc- 
mendous contlict between the forces of slavery and freedom. 
II is oppfMients among his ecclesiastical brethren of the Presby- 
terian Church determined to silence him, and drive liim from 
the sacred soil of the "'Old I)omiinon." They followed hitn 
with ecclesiastical pei'secution ; the Presbytery of Lexington, 

I \ a., suspended him, and ])resented him to the General Assem- 

i bly as a setter forth of strange and nnacceptable doctrines, of- 
fensive to the Chnrcbes of that region. ?Sot heeding their 
godly adnionition,'' nor paying regard to their snspension, 

j he with greater vigor and boldness denounced the ini(]uities 
which he l)ehel(l around him. He used liis knowledge of the 
ar: of printing to publish and scatter his animadversions and 
dcmmciations ajiainst slaverv, and ti'ave himself and }\is adver- 

, saries no rest. Like the apostle, he asked those modern " rulers, 
riders, and scribes," Whether it be rii»'ht in the sio-litof God to 
hearken unto yon more than unto God, judge ye; for I cannot 
but s[)cak the things which I have seen and heard." In obe- 
♦ iieiice. however, to the rules of the Presbytery, he appeared 
in due form before the General Assend)ly. There his ])resence 
and his iirguments forced the (juestion of slavery npon the rep- 
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resentatives of tlie rrcsbyteriaii Cliureli. The Rev. Dr. Caiii})- 
])ell, of Pittsl)\irg, duserihed tlie scene ])resented at one of liis 
cneonnters with the magnates of that venerable jncb'cature as 
one of exceeding interest. It took phice in the city of Pliila- 
del])hia. Dr. Campbell stated that he could only com]>are it 
to the appearance of Martin Luther before the Diet of AVui-ms. 
On the side of the modern reforiner, burning with zeal for the 
purilication of the Church from the pollutions of slavci'y, were 
a few sympathizing friends; on the otlier were almost all the 
dignitaries of the Presbyterian Church, South and Kortli ; the 
occupants of the places of trust and j^ower, clerical and. lay, de- 
termined to silence this Antislavery advocate who would turn 
the Church and nation right side up. The scene was, indeed, 
one of transcenderit interest, for there, in the consciousness of 
truth and right, and with the keen ai'gument, wit, invective, 
and eloquence which distinguished him, the intrej)id advo- 
cate of freedom proclaimed the truth as he held it, sliow- 
inii' the modern Israel their sin in harborino- slaverv within 
the l)osom of the Church, lie drew from the armorv rf (he 
Scriptures "the smooth stones from the brook," and v/ith the 
sling of his transcendent logical and argumentative power he 
smote the Goliatli of modern slavery some powerful blows. 1 le 
so far convinced tlie Assembly by his able vindication of his 
course, that he was relieved from the ecclesiastical ceiisui'cs, 
and the suspension was removed. Put as he still continued to 
preach against the system, he was again presented before the 
bar of the General Assend)ly, and again the vexed question 
was l)rouii:ht to the notice of the en.tire Cliurch. For foui- sue-' 
cessive sessions of the General Asseml )ly, Is 15, i s HI, 1S17, 
ISlS, he compelled their attention, and as the result of these \ 
debates the resolutions known as tlie "Pesolutions coiicern- 
ing Slavery of ISIS'' were passed. Meantime he had l)een 
compelled to quit Virgiiiia, whence lie removed to (iennan- 
town, near Philadelphia. The ^linutes of the l*resbyterian 
Chui'ch of those years present the case, of course, as fa\or- 
ablv as thev could for the slave-holdinir !))'osecutors of (ieori'-e 
Bourne, who by Jesuitical cunnijig endeavored to turn aside 
the force of his denunciation. Tlie terri1>h.' resuhs of tlie en- 
deavor of that Church to compromise between the tnitlis of 
the Gospel and the evils of slavery demonstrate the ne('es>ity 
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for promptness in resisting the beginnings of evil policy in the 
ChunOies. 

After a few years' service in German to^^•n lie was called to 
preside over the Academy at Sing Sing, Mount Pleasant, AVest- 
chester Coniitv, N. Y., and also to take pastoral chai'iie over 
the l^resbyterian Church there. In 1823, wliile at JNlount 
Pleasant, he ])ul)lished a work called, " Lectures on the 1^'og- 
ress and Perfecti(m of the Church of Christ." In this hook 
he concentrated the history of the Church, and in a very hicid 
manner portrayed its passage into the "Wilderness:" the 
lieresies, persecutions, wickedness, and worldliness of the Anti- 
Church and Antichrist, which persecuted the true Church ; 
unfolding also its gradual emergence out of the Wilderness, 
and with ]>roi)hetic eye bringing to view the coming glory of 
the milleimial kingdom. 

About the year 1824: he was called from Mount Pleasant to 
fcdvc charge of the Congregational Church just commenced at 
Quebec, Canada, of which lie was the first pastor. Ilere he 
beheld in fidl array "the Woman sitting upon the scarlet- 
colored Peast, and arrayed in purple and scai-let color, and 
decked with gold, and precious stones, and pearls." In Quebec, 
at the time, Romanism was dominant, the Romish hierai'chy 
had complete control over the entire province, and Mr. Pourne 
was now placed where he could observe with his penetrating 
eye the actual workings of a system to which he had given 
much attention and study. lie now witnessed the evils of tlic 
system when it exercised unlimited power over its votaries. 
The slight check upon it from the nominal control of the 
Pritish (Tovernment did not extend to social life, and Roman- 
ism had full sway. At that time, whenever the processions of 
the " Fete Dieu," "Corpus Christi," or other festivals of the 
Papacy, passed by, every one was compelled to kneel, or tiJvC 
his hat off, before the "Host" and the hierarchs accompa- 
nving. The few Protestants who then resided at Cjuebec 
chafed under the yoke, but George Pourne set them an ex- 
ample which animated their courage to resist compliance with 
the custom of "l)Owing down to idols." He passed, Avhenever 
necessarv, with no recoi>iiiti(ni, made no ol>eisance, and yielded 
no liomage to Rome's mandates. The priests and hierarchs 
were angry and alarmed when they saw that his example was 
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folloNverl by tlic PrutcstiiMts, lUid tluit, in so far, their pj'estige 
was being injured ; but he eai*ed for neither tlieir fi'owiis nor 
their threats. On the contrary, he began ])reacliing against tJic 
errors of Ivonic witJi all the intrepidity which had marked his 
course in A^irginia against slavery. Very soon he originated, 
and became Secretary of, the Quebec l]ible Society, auxiiiaiy 
to the Jh'itish and Foreign ]>ible Society. He was also inter- 
ested in the formation of the Literaiy and .Historical Society 
of Quebec. He devoted much of his time to the study of 
liomanism from its authorized books, and from the ])ractical 
exhibition of its results, as witnessed at that time in Quebec 
and in Canada generally. A good story is told of the manner 
in which he foiled a Itomish priest and made him afraid to 
destroy Protestant Bibles. Mr. ]]ourne would loan copies of 
the Scrij^tures to any Roman Catholic who could l)e induced to 
read them. On one occasion a priest discovered a liomanist 
reading the Bible, and, demanding it from him, he carried it 
away to his own house so that the man "sluuild not be injured 
by reading a heretic's Bible.'' The Bomanist soon informed 
Mr. Bourne w^hat had occurred ; lie at once put on his hat, and, 
taking his walking stick in hand, he proceeded to the ])riest's 
house, asked for him, and demanded the book. The priest at 
tirst refused, alleging that he had a right to take any heretical 
book away from his j)arishi oners. But !Mr. Jjournc was too 
sharp for him; he told the priest that the boolv was the l)ro[)- 
erty of the Bible Society, and that if he did not retui-n. it to 
him before twelve o'clock next day he would have him arrested 
on the charge of robbery. The priest returned tlie book Ixj- 
fore tliat hour, and did not have tlie pleasure ot making an 
auto-da-fe with it. 

It recpiired great courage to compel the ])riest to retui'ii the 
book, as the biii-otrv and hatred of hei'ctics bclon^ini'- to ihat 
Sect was rampant at that time in Quebec, and his life w as tlicre 
at all seasons in danger in conse(pience of iiis fearless attacks 
upon the Papacy, lie maintained the contlict, however, with 
great vigor, and became not only tlie cliam])ion of Protestant 
Christianity, but the emancipator of Pi'otestants from the snb- 
serviency which had induced them to wink at compliance with 
llomish exactions. AVhile other chanij)ions have arisen who 
have done valiantly for the Church of Christ against Bonie, to 
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]iim belongs the credit of tiilviiig tlie early lead in the conflict 
a^^ainst the Papicy in tlie United States. J laving thoronglily 
investigated the system in Canaxhi, he beheld Avith alarni tlie 
prospect of its growtii in the Uiu'ted (States, from the Eurojxjan 
immigration \vhich commenced to increase in volnme abont 
the year 1828. lie perceived that American Protestants ]< new 
but little of the dangers to be apprehended, and that few of 
the ministers knew mnch abont the Papacy from actual expe- 
rience of its power, lie determined to retnrn to ^'ew Yoi-k 
and make it his special duty to withstand tlie inroads of lio- 
nnmism, and arouse the attention of American Christians to 
the true character and design of the l^apacy, and to the dan- 
gers which would environ the llepublic should Popism gin'n 
ascenden(»y. 'With this design he removed to iVew Yoj'k in Oc- 
tober, 1829, and on the first day of January, 1830, he commenced 
the ])ublication of the Protestant," the first journal ])ublished 
in America devoted to the Antipapal conti'oversy. Its pro- 
spectus was connnended by scores of the leading ministers of 
the various branches of the Church. 

His trumpet blasts awoke the sleepiiig genius of Pi'otestant- 
ism, and althougli many thouglit that his solicitude for the 
fcsafety of the ltepul>lic, and of the Churches, Avas greater 
than necessary, and that his style of attack lacked in the i<\iav- 
'Ifcr iih inodo, yet none cpiestioned his great ability to conduct 
the controversy Avhicli he originated ag:iinst Pomanism. Sub- 
secpieut events have shown the guiding hand of Divine AVis- 
dom in sendin<»' him to Canada to acfiuirc that insi<2,ht into the 
]*apal system which fitted him afterward to arouse the Chris- 
tian. Churches to the conflict ai>\uiist its errors. When he 
raised the standard of Protestantism, in 18.30, in Xew York, 
there Avas no ''Protestant Societv,'' no "Christian Alliance'' or 

Christian Union," to stand beliind and encourage him. As 
with his AVi)rk a^-ainst slaverv in Yiruitiia, he had to commence 
single-handed, unsupported by any ass^iciation. ] laving for 
Years confronted the devotees of Pome in orie of its chief 
strongholds, and waged bitter contest against them, and possess- 
ing an exhaustive knowledge of the rise, progress, and continue<l 
apostasies of the A ntichrist," the ]>seu<lo-Cliurch whicli 
pei-sccuted the saints," he was not ])ai'ticnlar in his choice of 
epithets wherewith to characterize its hierarchs, its [M-iest- 
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liood, and its false doctrines. lU'iiii*- ])i'<>f<»inidlv versed in 
scriptund and proplietie lure, the stron-j;' terms an<l tiviichant 
lantruan'e used by the ai)OslK.'s eonceriiin^* the ])rc'<h"('te<l apos- 
tasy seemed to come first to his hand and tonane. licnee his 
writings aboiiiul with the epithets of the Ap(»srles John, J*aii!, 
and Peter, eoneernini;' tlie " .Man of Sin S(Mi of Ten h- 
tion;" ^M^abylon the (Jreat;" the Seark't Heast;'' ^'the 
great Harlot ; " deceivers ; " ''false teachers ; " lyino- wo?i- 
ders;" " stronir delusions," etc. lie used tlie words l>ahvloii 
and Babylon iaiis interchano-eably for Rome and Komanists. 
As lie did not beheve Ronn'sh baj)tism t(» be valid ; Konii>li 
priests to be ordained ministers of the (iosj)el ; the Itomisli 
mass a Divine ordinance; or Mariolatry and I*apacy to be true 
Christianity, he conformed his hin^iia^i^ to his l)elief. Tlie 
Ilondsh house of worship to him was a " mass-lionse ])riests, 
" mass-miuumers ; " and convents and monasteries, '* caues of 
unclean and liateful In'rds."" 

This style of laniruag'c, so cojunion amoni;- the Ticformers, and 
among the sturdy CovenaJiters and the Irish Protestants of that 
day, while it served to stir up Protestants, did little towai'd 
tlie conversion of Ivoniaidsts, v/ho, 1)eing unaccustomed to tlic 
scriptural language of the apostles, supposed that they wri'c the 
objects of a tirade of al>use, and, sliutting their ears, failed to 
understand the force of h.is arguments and (h'monsti-ati(*i!s 
drawn from Sci'ipture, liistoiy, and reasnu. He frefjuently met 
the tierce opj>ositiou of men intlnenced \>y prejudice and j)as- 
sion, who could not bear in patience his e.\])osition of the d(K^- 
trinal errors and " pernicious ways " of their j)riestly k'adei's ; 
but he bnive<l all the stoi'uis which he raised, and accompHslied 
his purpose of arousing J^rotestant T'liristians against the in- 
sidious desiii'us of the Jesuits and othei* emissaries of Ronu^ iii 
the United States. He had the satisfaction of being at h>r 
supported by a goodly aj'i'ay of the ministi'v and the wis(w- 
liearted among the laity who intlnenced public opinion. He 
was the oiMi^inator of the " Pi-otestant lveformati<»n Society. *' 
wliicli led to other associations, the ( 'In'i-tian A lliance being 
one of them; these after a time united, and were merged 
iut() the "American and Foreign Christian rm'oji,'' a society 
which for manv years maintained a good conflict aaainst tlio 
Papacy. 
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He continued tlio publicjition of the '•Protestant" for three 
vtNirs, and a constant controversy ai^ainst the liierarchy of 
ikome; [)reiiching and lecturing incessantly against Jwonianism, 
and [)oiiiting out the political dangers which have been so 
laiiientahly verilled since tiie control of the Tannnaiiy Hall or- 
gaiii/ation ])assed into tiie hands of the hierarchy, hy the 
connivance of ambitions and designing political demagogues. 
1)!'. W. V. Ih'ownlee became his [)rincij)al coadjutor, and the 
l^'ote^tant Vindicator" succeeded to the '• Protestant," whicli 
maiiitained the controversv for some vears longer. Jhit lie 
(lid not forget his ancient foe, slavery; lie Avas equally devoted 
to thti destruction of that iniquitous system, and as a result of 
his hibors, cou})led witli those of ALr. (iai'rison, who had estab- 
lished the ''IJberator" in lioston, in ]8?>1, the •'American 
Antisla very Society " was formed. Thei'cafter his attention was 
divided between the two foes of the Ue})rd)!ic and of a pure 
Christianitv. He traversed the Eastern and ]Vliddle States ex- 
tcnsivelv, lecturing and preaching against either of them or 
both, as seeme<l necessary. Jt was said of him and of his asso- 
cijito^, as of the apostles at Thessalom'ca, Ifere come tliose who 
turn the world upside down." Pesides his constant labor of 
(.'(litini;-, nreaching, an<l lectui'ing, lie wrote miscellaneous arti- 
cles chieilv Mii'ainst the '• twin svstems of error," and sevei'ai 
books intended to arouse the sympathies of the iS^orth against 
slavcrv. 

I'lhU'r the title of "Picture of Slavery in the Ignited States," 
lie [)nblislied his former work, origin;dly printed in A'ii'ginia, 
The liook and Slavei'y Irreconcilable," adding largely to it 
from bis personiil recollections of the system and its evils, ami 
illustratiMl with pictures of scenes that had occurred uiuler liis 
notice there. He also ])ub!ished •'Slavery Illustrated in its 
ElTccts uiHUi Woma?i," dej)icting tiie terril)le social evils result- 
ini»' from the; c(»mj)le\ features of Southern society, and the 
laws reuMilating slavery. These jHiblications drew upon him a 
>t()rm of censure and abuse from the South, and denunciations 
from the [>roslavery ])ress and ministiy of the day, bnt ()])ened 
the eves of tlu; lovers of freeclom, and nerve<l them t(» greater 
boldiu'ss. These books contain the system of "abolition with- 
out co]n[>eiisation which became the shibl)oleth of the Gari'i- 
&on wiiK*:' of Aboliti<niists. 
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Picture of Sf^avkky. 

To those wlio liave not seen the vohnne it niav ho well to 
present a few extraets from IJonrne's l^ictnre of Slavery in 
the United States,^' the first portion of wliicli enihodiotl nnu^h 
of tlie text of the l>ook |)nhlished hy him in I l;in'is<)ii])iiri>;, A^a., 
al)ont tlie year IS12. In one ol' the |)aragra])hrt of the intro- 
ductory cliaj)ter the following- a])pears: 

Will sul)ser|uent ages credit so monstrous a statorncnl — that 
preat'liers of the (TO,<}>rl hundiXM] yoars wUvv jniucls had 

sung On earth ])caco, good-will to mni I " were jti(>\ o ltially 
devoted |>arti<'i|>ants in ail tlie enormities an<l iniquity of man- 
stealing?—!'. 0. 

That any person should have effrontery sufllcient to commence 
and ]U'rsist in an infernal trade with the' Ixxlies and souls of men, 
where the illuniination of the (ios])(d determines our duties, n^. 
s|K>nsil>ility, and destiny, is jn-oof, more than am])le, of the innate 
tendency of the human race to every moral ohrujuity. NVhat 
apology shall he patiently heard at tlie j)resent era for n))]iold- 
ing a tratHe which necessarily ineludi's every species of in!(juity, 
and whieh is the offspring of an unhallowed avarice that conducts 
to hell y— P. 9. 

The conduct of religious professors and rulers loudly demands 
the severest castigation. — P. 10. 

Slavery originated in avarice, indoU»nce, treaclierv, evil con- 
cuj)iscenee, an<l harharity ; and its e<)])stant fruits have heen rol>- 
hery, <lisease, KArnii.KssNKss, protligaey of every spi'cies, and 
murder. Crimes of every degree, and hiood-staiiieil witli all hues 
of (itrocltj/ ai)d n'iN'Jt)!^ have incessantly marked its c(Mirse, until, 
after three hundred years of infernal desolations, ihe iono-suffer- 
ing of God and the patience of man are almost exiiausted. — 
P. 81. 

Effects of SrAVKRv ox TnE SrAvi>noi.i)Ei>s. 

1. The first effect of slavery. It inflames them v.ilh haughty 
self-conceit. 

2. A marl)1ediearted iusensihility. — P. RO. 

3. They hecome sensual, and lose that instinctive ])udicity 
whi<'h (Tod, for the wisest and I'.oliest juirposes, ji.is imjilanted iii 
the hearts of mankin<l. — V. 87. 

4. Slave-holders arc always irascil>1(> an<l turhuhait. — V. 1)8. 

5. It desti-oys every coi-rect view <»f e<jiiity, and tills the prac- 
titioner of the system witli all injustice ai!<l knavery. — P. lot. 

0. It renders mi'u violent in cruelt\-. — 1*. i Ji. 
7. It is the prolific source of ail inti.ielitv and invlcdon. — 
P. lai. J 
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Tlio ilhistnitions ii.>e(] in coiuK'ctiou witlitlic forcgoini^ prop- 
. ositions Avore so stai'tlini!; as to aronse that intense jiversion to 
slavery at tlie Nortli tliat marked the controversy. In his 
]>rehule to tliis portion of liis hook he says : 

Time and labor are too jn'ccious to h(» wasted inl)oyish fencing 
Avitli a ])iunt lasli, and sliooting, eliiidren-like, with ])op-guns. 

TiiK Present Contest is a War for the Exteumixatiox op 

Sl.AVKRV I 

The ])eriod ]i;is arrivfnl wlicn slavery must ho entirely ahol- 
idied. To tok>rale its a1»oniinations lo?- an hour extends a ])esti- 
lence tlironi!:h tlus Union, ad<ls fuel to the volcano wliieh is ready 
l<> ])urst foi'th Avitli all its devastatinu- I'nry upon the liejndflie, 
inci'eascs ji mass of moral eorrupllon which now is nioi'tifying in 
t!ic l>o<l V ]K)lit ic, and willi the most ojKWi, ]>rovoking etVrontery 
calls lor \\\(\ vengeance ot" J leaven, and the retrihutivt^ curse of 
(io»l u|M)n our guilty country. What citizen with a sane mind 
can ])ossil)ly su]»)M)se tliat the righteous Arhiter of Providence 
will much longer permit a hoi-di- of oppressors, liaughty, ))re- 
sumpluous, " ])ast feeling, without natui'al atVection, iniplacahle, 
unmercitnl," proiligate, unriglileous, turludent, ]>ersecutors, cruel, 
impious in principle and tilh'<l with all ]>ractical ungodliness, 
to doom two millions of our rellow-immortais, .American citizens, 
to everv contrivance of niiscr\- and vice lieie, (and to hell here- 
after,) only to gratify tljcir atrocious hardheartedness and lusts, 
and to glut theii' insatiate tliiivl for desjiotism an<l l)loodV 

The only elfectual and (Christian nu'tluxl to remove the (hani>er 
and <*urse of ki<inappini:-, with all its ferocity? anguish, an<l crinies, 
is evident : instantly, universally, aiul altogetlier, to proclaim li))- 
ci'tv to tlie captives, to loose the hands of wickedness, to undo 
the heavy 1>ur<lens, to hreak every yoke, and to let the o])pressed 
i;o tree. — 1*. l-'JO. 

It was from these and (►ther like stat(Mnents in regard to slav- 
erv and tlie slave-holders, tliat the earlv alxditioiiists drew their 

inspiration " in their atla(d<s upon that system. Aceej)tiiig 
tlu'se views and principles, ^fr. (iaia-ison received and Iield 
aloft the aholition standard on which these legends weiv in- 
^cl•il)ed : ''Aholition without coiii jHMisation ; " No eoni])ro- 
iiiiscs with shivedioldei's : " ** N(> comnmnion with meii->ieal- 
eis ; " Tlk' contest is a v;ar foi- the f.iiinnrntti'ntik xhi. i\ ri/."" 

The results of their (^iTorts havc> heconu' hist(»i'ic;il, terminat- 
ing only afti'r the nioi'al \\ari'are hecanie first ]»olirical, then 
sectional, and iinallv an ai'mcd sti'ife involvinii" the loss of over 
a miiruui of lives, live th<Hisand millions of dollars, and a legacy 
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of two tlioiisaiul inillioiis of war (]e1)t, IniiidrcMls of jiioii- 
saiids of widows aiul orplians. Had tlie eiiL'ri»'ies of tlie tliivo 
J^ioneers been devoted to the work of insurini»' tlie passai'o of 
laws seeurini'' to tlie slave-owners one thonsand millioijs of dol- 
lars in honds, ])ayal>le from ]>i>!eee<ls of revenues and lands, it 
is possible tliat the terrible price |)aid for the freedom (»f tlie 
sljives mi^'ht have been saved. Ihit '*what miu-ht have been" 
eamiot be kiiown until the last scene in the grand displays of 
divine ()mnij)otenee shall have been enacted, the L»Teat books 
of God's Omniscience shall be opened, and the um'verse shall 
resound with glad hosannas and hallelujahs to liim who 
doeth all thin<>-s well.*" 

As a corroboration of the fact that the opposition to slavery 
sprang from within the pale of the (.'hurches, and not merely 
frcnn the benevolent impulses of humanitarians, the following 
extracts will be timely. At the close of the Picture of »Slav- 
ery" is an article entitled 

M ANSTEALtXO AND SlAVERY I)i:XOrX0ED UV TUE PliESMYTEKrAX 

AM) ^Fetuodist CnrucuES. 

At a meeting of delegates to form a Xational Antislavcry 
Society, convened at l*hiladelj>hia, December 4, I.s:»3, it was 

/icso/ rrf/, That (ieorge Jioui'iie, William Lloy<l (iai'rison, and 
Charles W. Dcmnson, be a commiUce to ]>repare a synopsis of 
AVesU'v's Thoughts on Slavery, and of tlu' Ant islavcry items in 
the note formerly existing in the Catechisnr of the J'reshyterian 
Church of the L'nited States ; and of such othi'r similar testi- 
Uiony as they can obtain, to be ad<lressc<l to Metho<lists, Pres- 
byterians, and all ]>rofessed Christians in this country, and pub- 
lished under the sanction of this convention. 

In conformity with that appointfiient the committ<'e selected 
from the records of the Presbvt erian Churcli everv article ol' ••■en- 
iral interi'st which adverts to this nionn-ntous snbje<*t. 'i'his 
they published muler the title of " ]*resl>yterianism and Sj;ivery." 
They also j)ublished, under the title of " Afethodisjii and SlavtTv," 
ail th;it is a<lmitted as obligatory in the Methodist I )isci jjiiiie, 
with every thing mnterijil in the tract of .fnhn We.^lev resjjcctin"- 
slavery. 

These, with other valuable articles. ap])eared aF>a!i Appendix 
to the I*icture' of Slaverv.'' an<l alford important aid to those 
who seek for information up(m those to})ics. 

r>Lany of the old citizens of Xew York renjcmbcr tluV liltter- 
ness of the contest, the stormy meetings^ tJie continual \i])roar, 
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ainl the frcrjiioiit mol)S wvA riot« which the Aiitislavcry con- 
troviTsv occasioned in New York a« well as in ininierous other 
localities. Some have thought that, if the doctrine of "com- 
pensiited emancipation " had heen ])resented instead of Aholi- 
tion, the result would liave heeji achieved without the terrible 
exi)eiKiiture of life and treasure which eventuated. Others 
heli(!ve that no moral suasion or oil'ered compensation could 
have removed the curse of slavery, and that it is useless in 
this case to speculate on '"what miu'ht have heen" — we know 
what was, and what lias been — and that perhaps Divine Justice 
re(juired the awful retribution of blood for l>lood. In this 
view it would seem that this eminent servant of God was 
i'<t}is('i(yus <yf a ?y/v'.s'.vvV/;/, that he could not avoid the duty al- 
lotted to him, and that his courage, fidelity, and intrepidity 
were l)estowed ui)on him to enable him to discharge the task. 
A striking instance of his courage was admiringly related by 
the late Thomas Downing' and bv Dr. Uenrv Jlighlaiid (lar- 
net, as occurring during the Antislavery riots hi New York 
about the year 18^54. 

An Antislavery meeting was held at J^roadway TIall, in 
P»r(KulwMV above Howard Street, next to the famous Tattersalls. 
That lai'ge, quaint building stixtd gable end to the street, and its 
sl<>pingroof descended just below the side windows of the hall 
of meeting. Among other noted speakers ^Ir. (larrison was 
present; while the exercises were progressing, an onslaught 
was made uj)on the meeting by the plug-uglies/' butt- 
en<lers,'' "subterraneans,'' and other ruthans, sworn to exter- 
nnnat(5 the Abolitioii fanatics. Armed with sticks and clubs, 
and with a furious noise, they rushed upon the terriHed audi- 
ence, aiming ]>articularly, lunvever, at the rostrum and tlie 
si>eakers. ^\\\ (iarrison was sifely got away through one of 
tlie side windows, (ieorge I'oui'ue stood forth to receive the 
'"Tammany Braves," and ]>lacing his cane before him with 
ha:uls exteiided lie sjiid. "-Stand back, ye villains! what do yt.'U 
want luTc ^ Stand l>ack, I sav!" The leaders and the ad- 

* 

vaneing band stood still for a mon)t>nt in astonishment and 
mutt^ a<liiiiration of the co!irai:-e oi the luirlv looking "" dom- 
inie/' whose splendid physi<jue and fearless eye showed them 
an undaunted foe. At last (»ne of them swung his liat, a!ul ci'ied 
out "' Three cheers for the dominie!'' which they gave v.ith a 
Fourth Si:kii:s, Wn.. XXX1\'. — (5 
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Avill, and, lea,viiig him unmolested, tlicy chased ont the remain- 
der of tlie andienee, wlio were ghid to escape without personal 
violence. Crarrison, the special object of their venom, cscn]>ed 
nnliarnied. Tlie Pioneer of Antislavery and " Anti])opcry 
had so frequently faced excited ci'owds and angry niol)s as to 
he quite prei)ared fur such demonstrations. But tlie limits of 
this sketch permit only a glance at his persistent lahors in liis 
l)usy ministerial life of over forty years, during which lie orig- 
inated and took large share in the ardiuuis work of the great 
controversies mentioned, in their preliminary stages. Shortly 
after his return to Xew York from Canada, he united with the 
Reformed (Dutch) classis of New York, of which ho con- 
tinued a mend)er until liis death. His fiist ])iist<)ral charge in 
I^^cw York was in Provu^t-street, (now Franklin.) afterward at 
Houston and Forsyth Streets, and suhse<pient1y at West Farms, 
but most of his time was devoted to the controversy against 
Popism and slavery. 

]n addition to his labors of ]U'eaching, lecturing, and jour 
ncying in. forming Antislavery and licformation societies, he 
edited and had repnblished many ()f the controversial works of 
the sixteenth aiid following centuries. Among otliers Fulke's 
"Confutation of the Phemish Testament Xotes, and the Pheni- 
isli Testament:" Paxtcr's 'vKcv for Catholics, or Jesuit Awj^- 
gling;" Scipio J)e Iticci's Female Convents;" " Secreta 
Monita," of the Jesnits; Taxatio Papnlis;" "History of 
the AValdcnses ; " 'ViMiddlcton's Letters from Pome;" "Lu- 
ther, on the (talatiMHs;" " Davenant on Colossians;" Power's 
" History of the Popes," etc. 

A[r. Bourne was one of the most indefati liable students an<l 
workers of his day. lie was scarcely ever witliout ])en and 
paper, or book, iii hand, even at his meals. In addition to the 
constant demand uj)on him for matter for liis pa])er, lie Mas 
incessantly preparing articles for magazines, editing and ii:- 
dexing books; reading, revising, and ])rcparing books for tlie 
press, for tlie JLii-])ers, the A|>])letons, and other pul)li>]it'rs. 
T<» avoid "rusting out" he was also eiigagx'd iectuiMiig and 
])rea('hing, Sabbaths and week-days. Very few ]nen sur- 
passed him in the variety and extent of his literary ac<juir<.'- 
ments. To ureat mathematical knowledi:e he adfled larire at- 
tainments in philological lore, and as a linguist lie ranked liigh. 
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His proiiciciu^y in tlic Hebrew langiiag'c was shown inlns]>rep- 
ai'ation of the Knglisli-IIebrew portion of J toy's Hebrew Lex- 
icon. Hiri nienxM-y was exceedingly retentive, and was stored 
with ti'easures culled from the I'ichest sources. Jt was said of 
\\\\\\ that he was a living concordance, gazetteer, Jiible dic- 
tionary, etc. His genei'al style of preaching was extempore 
and incisive. He was a llnent speaker, forcible, convincing, 
e'NHiuent, and at times teiTible in his denunciations of the giant 
evils and iniquities of this era. Multitudes thronged to hear 
him wherever he was aimonnced to speak npon these topics. 
Iwev. Dr. \V. (I Urownlee was wont to sav, ''There were two 
men to whose ])reachinghe ahcuj/s listened with delight — Rev. 
Dr. Alexander and (xeorge ]»ourne." Among the books of 
which he was the author are the following, in julditiou to those 
referred to: " i^icture of Quebec," ''Old Friends,'^ "The Re- 
formers," h(U'ette, the History of a Canadian oS'un also, his 
n»ast('i'ly analysis of the history, doctrines, and practices of tlie 
Churcli of Rome, ])ubiislied under the title of "American Text- 
J MM>k of Ro))ery," and " 1 llnstratlons of Popery." This was ])ro- 
nounce<l by Rev. Dr. Dowling, com])iler of the "Pictorial Histo- 
ry of Romanism," the best compendium on Popism, especially 
for ministers and students, that has ever a[)peared. It was the 
result of forty years of study and thorough acquaintance with 
everv j)]iase of the controversy. ]t is the concentrated informa- 
tion derived from over seven hundred volumes of writings of 
the most note<l doctors, bish(q)s, deans, cardinals, saints, and 
])opes nf the Romish Antichurch, and of the (treek. Oriental, 
and Kniiiisli Churches, ami of the ''Fathers" and historians of 
the liivt four centuries. It is a picture of Pomanism drawn 
from its own records, cliapter ar.d verse being given for every 
quotatioii. Jt cont:nns also a chronological table of the date of 
evi'ry corruption and innovation upon the apostolic sinq)licity 
and primitive usages of the Chm-ches of Christ. The argu- 
ment from histtu-y which he has thus presented is a very strong 
one against the pretensions of the {*ai)al liierarchy to be "the 
( huivh of Christ founded by tlie Ai-ostle Peter." He has 
tin rein demonstrated it to be the mvstical R>;i]>vlon, begun in 
annslasy fi'oni the faith, anq)litied by su(H'eedi!ig teachers of 
en-ors during centuries of increasing corruption, and fully dis- 
played as the Antichrist l>y the Council of Trent. 
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Mr. Ijonriic possessed a eljecrful (1is]K>sitimi, nnd tlio fruits 
of |)iire jnid iictive relii^oii were inniiifosted in liis dailv Avnlk 
jukI conversation. His faith was ardent; \u> donl>ts of the 
.sovereignty of God or of tlie iinal aceomph'shnient of liis de- 
siijns ever entered into liis nn'nd. J lis (h'scriminatiii!*' eve he- 
liehl in tlie events of tlie ])nssin<j;* period the i;-h"iniHerini>' of the 
dawn wliieh preeedes tlie risiiio- of tlie niillenin'al day. lie rec- 
oti^nized the ap])roaeli of tlie Snn of Righte<Misness who will 
dispel the moral (hirkness of ])a,<i,"an and j)a])al snperstit ions, and 
believed that the predicti(His of the Divine oraeles in re?j;;u'<l to 
the "Mystery of hiiijnity" ai'e in ])roeess (►f fnlfilhnent; {iiid 
in the e.\|)ositions of tliose j)ropheeies he eonstantly deli^httHl. 
lieliiiioii was the niedinm throni^h whieh he viewed all suhhi- 
nary thino-s, a]id to which all his labors were made su])>ervie!it. 
His love of the trnth was so slronii^, and Ins zeal in its defense 
so great, that sometimes he ap])eared to transcend tho limits of 
gentleiiess in his e(>ntroversia! writings. This was ])ai't!y the 
result of an ardent temj)erament, and partly hecanse of liis own 
keen ])ereeption of the ti'nth ; owing to this he did not so W(>11 
realize the position of some of those in mental darkness, wh(^, 
fr(>m wr<»ng education. ])owerfnl discipline, evii htihirs, innate 
proclivities, and seltish l>ias, were impervious to the light, and 
yet miglit he better aj)i)roached by gentle argnnients than by 
o]>en demmciatio!!. Some h.ave supposed that, at times, more of 
S(((rnftr hi imnl<\ combined witli his f^y>';//7' /• hi r<\ would 
have reiidei'ed his labors still more extensively useful in tlie coti- 
version of the devotees of Iwome and of slaverv: ])ut no one 
doubted his whole-souled devotedness and sincL'ritv in his life- 
work of the destrn.ction of those evil systems. WHth rciianl to 
other matters, and in the social relations of life, Wv. r,ourne 
maiiifi'sted cheerfulness, kindly ifiterest, and syni])atliy toward 
all- Jn ])ersonal appearance lie was agreeable and j)re|)i >,~.^ess- 
ing: of a vigorous frame and robust constitution; alfable in 
maimer, ready in convei-sation, and beloved bv t!i(»se who knciw 
him best, lie seemed to be in most respects emineiitlv (pKiii- 
tied to be the leader in developing one of those monicni oiis 
changes in society which mark the onward progros of the race. 

In all the gi'eat movc'inents in human afiaii's and ."vciits 
wliich have chanire<l the cun-ent of historv. or of refonns 
which have turned human activities into new channels, one in- 
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dividual has been nsnally selected or i)eniiitted 1)y Divine Prov- 
id(!iicL' to " blow tlie ti'imi|)et," to ''sound the ahirni," and mar- 
sli.'d tlio forces to the contiiet. Tlie ciiiise and tlic individual 
at tli(; outset are almost identical, and the "trnnipeter," usually 
also the standjird-bcarer, lias frequently had to advance to 
nwjriil battle-ticlds almost alone, depending- upon tho aid of an 
Ahnii;'hty iirin, (invisible to others.) While thus l)ei;inning to 
attack the strongholds of error, responsive minds and sympa- 
thetic hearts gather rouiul the messenger; the cause is ex- 
tended by agitation and strengthened by accessions, until, after 
much conllict, often ^'vi et annhs,'' tlie victory is accomplished. 

It was thus with the originator of the Antislavery con- 
flict." Relieving that all other ])i'eceding modes and plans of 
0])p<>sing slavery were futile and incompetent for the mighty 
task, he felt called upon to institute a new form — that of 

I^DIi:i)IATl<: ANT) LT.NCOXDTTTONAL E.MANCIPA'J'ION. 

lie looked upon sla\'ei'y not merely as an evil, Init as a stn^, 
and ci>nse(piently his message was " to stop sinning ! " "For 
that there is no excuse or allowance." Other plans had re- 
gai'ded shivery as an evil to be mitigated or removed by pliant 
means and remedial measures ; his method viewed slave-hold- 
in <»■ as the tr'iant sin of the con ntrv, to be destroved root and 
branch m ithout remedy. AVith that view of the subject he 
entered into the moral conllict, Avith nothing but the sling of 
argnnient, and the smooth stones of (iod\s woni, at a time when 
the leaders of the American ''Israel" were either (piiescent or 
terrilied bv the "giajit" of slavery. The testimony of ,IoIin 
Wi'slev aiiainst slavery as ''the sum of all villainies" wa;; 
already hateful to Southern Methodists, and Northern Meth- 
odists were learning t<» whisper the adage with bated l)reath, 
for fear of oiVending "their K^outhern brethren," and the te--ti- 
mony of the llook of Discipline against the systeni was practi- 
cally igUiU'cd. (leorge liourne arraigned not only the Presby- 
terian duirclu's for their c(Mnj)licity with the system, but nota- 
bly the Southei'ii Methodist and iJaptist (liiii'ches as weil. \W 
his Picture of Slaveiy," and by his labors among the Meth- 
odist diurches, Nortli. iie aroused many of the Nortliei'ii 
preachers to that enthusiiisui for liberty wliieii cuhninated in 
the diN Ision of the M. E. Cliureh. 
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The Soutliorii Clmrelics reg-jirded Georo'c Bonrno as an 
"agitator," a " ti rubral id," a di!?turl)er of their peace," and 
the Xortlierii proslaveiy ministei's and presses opposed and 
calumniated him witli mncli vigor. Ueh'gions newi^papers, 
^vliieli then bespattered him witli rej)roaclies and ridicule, have, 
since tlie edict of Emancipation^ been hjud in praise of tisose 
who carrletl out liis plans and methods. Some liave had the 
candor to adnn't that his estimate of slavery and Ids prescience 
far excelled their own. 

The linuts of this sketcli will permit no further extended no- 
tice of his busy life. Toward its close he gave his ])rincipal at- 
tention to the contest against the papal hierarchy, leaving that 
against slavery to the abolitionists under Mr. Garrison, aiid 
the antislav(iry men under their various names and leadei's. 
lie was for some years actinir editor of the " Christian Jntelli- 
gencer," the organ of the Reformed Dutch Church, in whose 
office, then situated in Fulton-street, the present site of the 
Fulton-street Um'on Praver-Meetinfr, he received the heavenly 
message to "come up liigher." On the afternoon of X<^vem- 
ber 20, 1845, while seated in his usual place reading his lettei's, 
lie was seized with an attack resend>ling apoplexy. Physicians 
were sent for, but in less than forty minutes, and befoi'e tlieir 
arrival, he had calmly breathed his life away. The attack was 
lironounced one of heart disease. So far as mortal judgment 
can decide, he was readv for the ^lorious chaui^e, and 'Mnade 
meet to be partaker of the inheritance of the saints in light/' 
having long enjoyed "the ])eace of (rod, which passeth uiwler- 
standing/' through faith in our Lord Jesus Christ. Tims end- 
ed, in the sixty-sixth year of his age, the life of the intrepid 
pioneer of antislavery. The funeral services v/ere held in the 
Middle Dutch (Jliurch, corner of Lafayette I'lace and Fourth- 
street, on the Sal>bath following, the 2:M of Xovemhei-. Rev. 
Tliomas De Witt, in the course <d' his remarks, sai<l of him, 
that, like as was said of John Knox, tlie Sc(,ttis]). Refnnner, 
"There lies one who never feared the face of man/' To iix' 
the language of another, wlio ardentlv ]ove<l him— j.eu'is 
laj)pan : — 

I'lius lias fallen an intrejdd advocate of liinnan riohfs, witli his 
harness on, in a vigon»iis old age, after a lite of siiioular lu-aith, 
activity, and usefulness. His death is a jjcvere loss to the Aiiti- 
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slavery oaiiso, the cause of Protestant Cliristiaiiity, and tlie Re- 
j>ul»lic of Letters. 'I'lirouL»hoiit liis wliole life lie was an example 
of lal)orioiis eil'orts for the intelleetual, moral, and ])hysieal good 
of liis race. Jle was the vindicator of op|)ressed Innnanity, and 
laborer! incessantly for the deliverance of men from political, ec- 
clesiastical, and physical bondage. He was as bold and uncom- 
proniising as Jolm Knox, and <lealt hard blows, but not with an 
unamiable temper, ujk)!) the foes of truth, freedom, and Chris- 
tianity, lie was a man of wit, keen in his invectives, and terrible 
in ills i-ebukes. Jle was honest, sincere, frank, intrepid, self-de- 
nying, laboi'ious, "fearing neitiier wicked men nor the devil.'* 

Tills coium'so and ol(>(|iie]it analysis of liis cbnraetcrand labors 
was from one of bis coadjntoi's, who knew biin long and inti- 
matelv, and rendered bini nuicb aid in doiiu>- bis life-AVork. 
His opjxjiients, who received the liard blows wbicli lie dealt 
at the false systems whicli be attacked, perceived only tbe 
sterner side of bis ebai'acter, and supposed biin to bo severe 
an<] liai'sb in temper, but be was only so against systems and 
tbose v.'lio sui>ported erriM* knowingly ; to others bo was alfable, 
genial, and tender, always ready to syniputliize and side witb 
tbe oj)pressed of every nation. 

It would a|)j>ear, as has been said, as if he were "conscious 
of a mission," and could not rest while tbe American Cbnrcbes 
t(^lel•ated slavery. Like tbe ancient propbet, applying tbe 
words to our American Israel, be eould say, witb burdened 
feeling : 

r'or Zion's sake I will not hold my peace, 

And lor Jonisalein's sake I will not rest, 
Until tlio liiilitooiisiiess tlu'ieol' j^o forth as brightness, 
And the yalvatioji tlicroof us a lamp tiiat buriieth." 



